. This cultivar showed resistance to all the isolates of the pathogen collected from 8 municipalities in Tohoku and Hokkaido, Japan (Takahashi et al ., 1993a) .
Comparisons among isolates reported in Japan, New Zealand and Korea showed some differences on host ranges and pathogenicities to strawberry cultivars (Cho and Moon, 1980; Dingley, 1970; Maekawa et al ., 1984; Takahashi et al ., 1990 Takahashi et al ., , 1993a Watanabe and Umekawa, 1977 Kohmoto, 1990; Tsuge and Nishimura, 1986) . However, the differentiation of pathogenicity as races has not been reported on any diseases of Alternaria alternata including that in strawberry (Narita et al ., 1996; Saito et al ., 1983; Tsuge and Nishimura, 1986) . The new strawberry 'Akita Berry' has not been affected by the disease under field conditions for seven years in Japan and, therefore, it is presumed that Alter- 
